gabriel follis


2407 w. moffat street #1  
chicago, illinois  60647  

ph: 847.894.0609      
e: gabrielfollis@gmail.com      
portfolio: www.gabrielfollis.com 

Hello: 

I am a graphic designer who pursues creative and challenging projects. I currently work on various freelance projects while holding a position as a graphic designer for Binny's Beverage Depot. I am currently seeking a new design position work that both uses and challenges my design abilities. 

My experience in freelance and as a graphic designer for Binny's Beverage Depot focuses heavily on creativity with respect to strict project deadlines and continually renewed originality: while balancing several projects simultaneously. My previous projects have all relied profoundly on my ability to create cohesive layouts through the use of space, typography and color while maintaining a balance of advertising techniques and branding standards. Several projects have included advertisements in the Chicago Tribune, the RedEye, TimeOut Chicago Magazine, the Onion, and Pioneer Press in the Northshore and Naperville areas, as well as in-store signage, web graphics, E-blasts and web pages, catalogs & brochures, tasting booklets, postcards and various other advertising collateral. During this time also negotiating rates with ad sales representatives and printers as the main contact point. I have also served as creative director on photography for a series of seasonal catalogs and direct mail collateral.

I take pride in my work, which I hope is evident. Design is a passion for me, much more than anything else. Each project is equally important to me, and I feel that each one is a direct reflection of myself and of my abilities. I strive to excel at each and every challenge. Most meaningful to me is creating something that appeals to my clients and exceeds their expectations. And additionally, that my clients enjoy working with me.

I would like to extend my thanks to you for accepting my resume and I would like to ask for a consideration for your position. I do have a portfolio of some of my latest work available at my personal website www.gabrielfollis.com. Also, references per request, thank you.  

I look forward to any future correspondence at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Gabriel Follis 

ENC: Resume 
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{ program proficiency }6 years.

Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Dreamweaver
Adobe Acrobat Pro ,ImageReady & Fireworks

Quark XPress

Autodesk AutoCAD

Microsoft Excel, Word, Outlook

Mac OS X & Microsoft Windows XP

{ experience }

Layout Design & Type Manipulation

Product Identity, Logo Design & Branding Development

HTML, CSS, Web Layout Design & Graphics

Graphical Visualization, Typography & Color Theory

Electronic Prepress & PDF Creation

Product Development

Ad Rate Negotiation & Point of Contact

{ recent freelance projects }

Tart Frozen Yogurt, 2010

Role: Developed brand logo and overall aesthetics such as typography and color.

Food For Thought, 2009

Role: Designed advertising campaign to promote catering business while keeping to the clients branding standards. 

www.timroby.com, 2008

Role: Designed website and created web graphics for artist’s portfolio site that would fit with artist's style.

BBC-America Tour Bus, 2007

Role: Designed images and typography for BBC-America Brit-Bus Tour bus. Had to match and incorporate BBC-America graphical standards. Project required strict attention to detail and a quick turn-around.

Colatorti Wines, 2007

Role: Create branding for Colatorti Wines. Created company logo and typography for wine bottles and other collateral. Project involved researching several traditional Italian wine labels.

Raven’s Wit Brewery, 2007

Role: Create branding for beer home brewery. Created series of bottle labels, t-shirts, and other collateral.

Cosmetology Portfolio, 2006

Role: Photo re-touching on several portfolio pieces for a cosmetology client. Responsibilities included adjusting lighting, removal of blemishes and stray hairs, color adjustments, and image cropping.

{ employment }

Binny's Beverage Depot, 10/2009 -  current   (PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT)

Graphic Designer: Created promotional material, E-blasts campaigns and web pages for several events, tastings, promotions, and sales. Designed web graphics for company website at www.binnys.com. Currently working on complete website re-design and graphical interface for iPhone app.

Chicago, Illinois

Sam‘s Wines & Spirits, 7/2007 -  10/2009

Graphic Designer: Designed advertisements which ran in Chicago Tribune, Red Eye, Pioneer Press, and CS Magazine. Created promotional material, booklets and brochures for several events, tastings, Toast! Magazine, and catalogs. Designer of any in-store signage and collateral. Dealt with printers and ad representatives to ensure project specs and design standards were carried through to the final product and deadlines were met. Designed web graphics for company website at www.samswine.com. 

Chicago, Illinois

Freelance Design, 6/2005 -  current

Graphic Designer: Managed multiple projects while organizing time and cost. Managing each project to its completion.

Chicago, Illinois

{ achievements }

Previously a volunteer at local homeless shelter run by the AmeriCorps where I 
prepared and served meals to those in need on a weekly basis.

Brew Your Own Beer Label Design Competition

Honorable Mention, Awarded 2006

Graduated Certified Specialist in Graphics Software Levels I & II with Honors

Elgin Community College,  Elgin, Illinois, 2005

Larkin High School

Graduated with Honors, 1999

Dahlquist and Lutzow Architects, Ltd.

Portfolio Design Scholarship, Awarded 1999

Boy Scouts of America

Eagle Scout, Awarded 1997

